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Child Welfare Safety and Decision Making Model Bench Book Section

SUMMARY

Judges and all legal stakeholders should be familiar with the Child Welfare Assessment and Decision Making Model (CWADM). The
CWADM is a framework that the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) uses to assess safety and risk and the needs and
strengths of children and families throughout the life of a case. The CWADM ensures that DCFS and courts have the best possible
information upon which to make decisions with and for families involved with DCFS. See the Child Welfare Assessment and Decision
Making Model (CWADM) in the Appendix, which provides a visual overview of how the model works in the various stages of a DCFS case.
In the Appendix, see the Department of Children and Families (DCFS) Safety Assessment Tool that is used by DCFS with the family to
assess safety.

WHAT IS SAFETY

Assessing safety is a DCFS practice culture, with an informal assessment of safety occurring for every child at every point of contact
through the life of a DCFS case (Child Protective Services, Family Services, Foster Care and Adoptions). The assessment helps DCFS
determine whether a child is safe or unsafe. A formal safety assessment is required either when a threat of danger is identified, or at
specific intervals during the life of a case.

Three variables are considered to determine whether a child is safe or unsafe: (1) threats of danger to the child; (2) the child’s
vulnerability to the identified threats of danger; and (3) the caretaker’s protective capacities. The threat of danger considers whether
the caretaker’s behavior or family situation is likely to result in imminent harm to the child. The child’s vulnerability looks at the extent
to which a child can protect himself/herself from the identified threats of danger. The caretaker’s protective capacities consider the
way a caretaker thinks, feels, and/or acts, and whether those capacities can prevent or control the identified threats of danger. When
the Safety Assessment is conducted during an emergent situation, it is possible that an assessment of parental protective capacities
was not able to be completed.

Based on these three factors, DCFS makes the following considerations when assessing whether the child is safe or unsafe and the type
of safety plan necessary if the child is determined to be unsafe.

(1) ACHILD IS CONSIDERED SAFE WHEN:
+ There are no threats of danger; OR
+ Thechild is not vulnerable to the identified threats of danger; OR
« The caretakers possess sufficient protective capacities to manage the identified threats of danger and keep the vulnerable child safe.

(2) ACHILD IS CONSIDERED UNSAFE WHEN:
« There are identified threats of danger; AND
« Thechild is vulnerable to the identified threats of danger; AND

« Caretakers do not possess sufficient protective capacities to manage the identified threats of danger to keep the vulnerable
child safe.
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OVERVIEW

A. 3 CORE SAFETY FACTORS
(1) THREATS OF DANGER TO THE CHILD:

« Thereis a threat of danger to the child if the caretaker’s behavior (action or inaction) or family situation indicates imminent

serious harm to a child.

« Violent Behavior:

Caretaker’s behavior is violent, dangerous and/or impulsive, which indicates that child safety is of serious concern.
Caretaker’s perception or behavior towards the child is extremely negative and unrealistic, resulting in serious emotional
and/or physical harm to a child.

Caretaker has caused significant harm to a child or made a threat, which indicates child safety is of serious concern.

« Parental Responsibilities and Decision Making:

Caretaker is unable, unwilling, or does not meet a child’s basic needs for necessary food, clothing, shelter, medical or
mental health, and child safety is of serious concern.

Caretaker is unable, unwilling, or does not provide the necessary supervision, protection, or care, and child safety is of
serious concern. This may be due to physical or mental health issues, substance abuse, domestic violence, cognitive or
developmental deficits, or poor judgment.

Caretaker refuses access to a child, whereabouts cannot be determined, and/or there is reason to believe the family may
flee, and circumstances indicate child safety is of serious concern.

« Other Significant Safety Concerns:

Sexual abuse or exploitation is suspected, and circumstances indicate that child safety is of serious concern.
Current circumstances, combined with a history of abuse/neglect (DCFS and/or law enforcement involvement), indicate
that child safety is of serious concern.

(2) CHILD VULNERABILITY:

+ The extent to which a child can protect himself/herself from identified threats of danger or risk of repeat maltreatment.

« Considers factors such as dependence on others to meet basic needs; physical, medical, behavioral, or mental conditions;
ability or inability to communicate their needs; and previous exposure to trauma.

(3) CARETAKER PROTECTIVE CAPACITIES:
« Strengthsin the way a caretaker thinks, feels, and/or acts that prevent or control threats of danger and guides case planning activities.
« Ifthereis a child vulnerable to a specific threat of danger, DCFS must assess whether the caretaker has sufficient protective
capacities to manage the identified threat(s), which includes:
+ History of protecting from harm and unsafe conditions.
+ Recognizes threats and has the ability to implement a plan to protect the child.

« Demonstrates impulse control in order to protect and provide for the child’s overall care.

» Understands how, has the skills needed, and takes action to meet parenting responsibilities.

« Sets aside own needs where the safety and well-being of the child are the caretaker’s priority.

« Demonstrates love, empathy, and tolerance of the child and is positively attached.

+ Understands child development and has realistic expectations of the child’s capabilities, needs, and limitations.

+ Isable to meet own needs, including basic daily and emotional needs.

« Hasthe ability to handle the everyday, unexpected stressors/crises, and has an accurate perception of reality.

« Demonstrates the ability to obtain concrete supports, such as food, clothing, housing, social services, and transportation.
« Caretaker can and will access family and/or friends who are ready, willing, and able to help the family.
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B. SAFETY PLANS

If the child is unsafe, DCFS will determine which type of safety plan will most effectively mitigate the threat of danger to the child.
Safety plans substitute for the parents’/caretakers’ inadequate or absent protective capacities. A safety plan is a plan to assure a child’s
health and safety by imposing conditions for the child to safely remain in the home, or, after a child has been removed from the home,
for the placement of the child with a suitable relative or other individual or, if necessary DCFS, and terms for contact between the child
and his/her parents or other persons.?

There are two main types of safety plans sought in the Child in Need of Care (CINC) process: In-Home and Out-of-Home. In-home safety
planning includes DCFS In-Home Safety Plans (without a court order) and Instanter Safety Plan Orders (ISPO). Out-of-home safety
plans include the Instanter Order for Removal and Provisional Custody to a Suitable Relative or Individual and Instanter Order for
Removal and Provisional Custody to DCFS (i.e., foster care).

(1) IN-HOME SAFETY PLAN: DCFS IN-HOME SAFETY PLAN (DCFS POLICY)
+ Overview:

« ADCFS In-Home Safety plan is the least restrictive safety plan. It is a DCFS-initiated mechanism used to help parents
manage safety without a court order. The DCFS Family Services unit handles these cases. A DCFS In-Home Safety Plan
cannot restrict contact between the child and his/her parents or otherwise infringe upon parental rights. Unlike the ISPO,
this type of safety plan can also be used with a legal or non-legal caretaker or guardian to manage the child’s safety. A CINC
Petition may or may not be filed when there is a DCFS In-Home Safety Plan; but only the child’s parents would be parties to
such an action, not a legal or non-legal caretaker or guardian.

+ Considerations:

« Do the caretakers/parents have a living situation that is calm, consistent, and stable enough where an in-home safety plan
could be implemented (i.e., feasible)?

+ Arethe caretakers willing to accept, cooperate and comply with an in-home safety plan?

« Isthere a suitable alternative caretaker or safety monitor who believes that a safety plan is needed and is able to place the child’s
safety and needs above their relationship with the parents? (The safety monitor requires a DCFS clearance per DCFS policy.)

(2) IN-HOME SAFETY PLAN: INSTANTER SAFETY PLAN ORDER (ISPO)2 (ARTICLES 619 AND 620)
+ Overview:

« ThelISPO is an important option for keeping children in the home. This court-ordered safety plan is requested by DCFS to
manage the safety of a child while custody remains with his/her parents. It is used when a threat of danger to a child is
identified to which he/she is vulnerable, and his/her parents do not have sufficient protective capacities to manage the
threat. This type of safety plan can restrict the parent’s contact with the child or include the child living with the parentin an
alternative location or other interventions as ordered by the court. For example, the child and the parent may reside with a
relative or other individual (i.e., fictive kin). However, the law does not allow this type of safety plan to be used with anyone
other than the parents of the child; it cannot be used with other legal or non-legal caretakers/guardians. A DCFS In-Home
Safety Plan and/or a Protective Order (PO) may be a more appropriate remedy in some cases to manage safety and risk
issues regarding the child and the caretaker.

+ Agreement and Safety Monitor:

« ThelSPO orders the parents and safety monitor to comply with the terms and conditions of the safety plan as determined
by or agreed upon by DCFS to protect the child’s health and safety while remaining in the parent’s custody. Safety monitors
are individuals identified by DCFS to provide oversight of the safety plan to ensure the plan’s provisions are followed and the
safety threats to the child are controlled. A safety monitor may be a professional, paraprofessional, volunteer, or individual
who is part of the family’s network, such as extended family, church members, friends, etc. Per DCFS policy, the safety monitor
must be approved by DCFS, and DCFS should have weekly contact with the safety monitor to ensure compliance with the
safety plan. DCFS asks the parents and safety monitor to sign a safety plan form to indicate their agreement to its conditions.

1 La.Ch.C.art.603(27).
2 La.Ch.C.art. 612(A)(2) requires that DCFS request a Temporary Restraining Order, Protective Order, or Instanter Safety Plan Order if: (1) There is an existing visitation or
custody order involving the alleged perpetrator and the child; and, (2) DCFS determines that any such order would put the child’s health and safety at risk.
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+ Considerations:
+ Isthereis asuitable alternative parent or safety monitor (as described above), and at least one parent not willing or able to
cooperate with the DCFS initiated In-Home Safety Plan?
« CananISPO be implemented to keep the child in the custody of the parents (even though the child may reside with suitable
alternative caretaker or safety monitor)?
« Could restricting the parents access to the child manage the child’s safety without the need to remove the child from the
custody of the parents (i.e., restricting access of the perpetrator to the child)?

(3) OUT OF HOME SAFETY PLAN: INSTANTER ORDER FOR REMOVAL AND PROVISIONAL CUSTODY TO
SUITABLE RELATIVE OR INDIVIDUAL (ARTICLES 619-20)
+ Overview:

« The court canissue an Instanter Order of Removal and Provisional Custody to a Suitable Relative or Individual if it
determines that the child’s welfare cannot be safeguarded without removing the child from the parents’ custody. If custody
is given to a suitable relative or individual, a safety plan setting forth conditions of contact with the parents or other third
parties shall be made an order of the court. The court should also order that the provisional custodian adheres to the

conditions of the safety plan.
+ Considerations:

« If the DCFS initiated In-Home Safety Plan or ISPO is not possible, is a transfer of provisional custody of the child to a suitable
relative or individual the most appropriate safety plan to safeguard the child?

» Canahome study and/or background check be conducted on the relative or individual?

« Isthere asuitable relative or individual placement out of state? Does placement require an Interstate Compact on the
Placement of Children (ICPC) approval?

(4) OUT OF HOME SAFETY PLAN: INSTANTER ORDER FOR REMOVAL AND PROVISIONAL CUSTODY TO
DCFS (ARTICLES 619-20)
« Overview:

« The court can issue an Instanter Order of Emergency Removal and Provisional Custody to DCFS if it determines that the
child’s welfare cannot be safeguarded without removing the child from the parents’ custody, and there are no suitable
relatives or individuals to place the child with.

« Considerations:
« If a DCFSinitiated In-Home Safety Plan, ISPO, or removal and transfer of provisional custody to a suitable relative or

individual is not possible, is removal and placement in foster care the most appropriate and least restrictive safety plan for
the child?

C. OTHER ALTERNATIVES

(1) TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER (TRO) AND PROTECTIVE ORDER (PO) (ARTICLES 617-8)
« Overview:
« ATRO (Article 617) and PO (Article 618) are alternative legal options that can be used with or without a DCFS In-Home Safety
Plan and/or an Instanter Order. See Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) and Protective Order (PO) Bench Book Section 2.

(2) INFORMAL ADJUSTMENT AGREEMENT (IAA) (ARTICLES 628-30)

« Overview:

« AnIAA may be used whether the child is in DCFS custody or not. IAAs are routinely used in some parishes as an alternative to
removal. See Informal Adjustment Agreement (IAA) Benchbook Section 1 for more information.
(3) FAMILY IN NEED OF SERVICES (FINS) (ARTICLES 743 ET SEQ)
+ Overview:
« Before filing a CINC Petition, the court or district attorney (DA) may refer the matter to an intake officer as a FINS Case (FINS). If
appropriate, FINS may also be a viable alternative to keeping the youth out of foster care and providing services to the family.

PUBLISHED 2021 11 - 4



X1dN3ddVv




s ybiy Aien Jo ‘sased bujob-ud Hrs O
yb1y Jo uoneuIwIB}ap 40 SABP Jepus|ed G UIYIM S4 UIMm Lels g ‘uoljeulwIs}e( Ul J9BJU09 Jo AouanbalysadAy apinb o} [9Aa7 YsIY 8sN CERIINES = 253
"0 'S4 0} [eliajal Jnoyym ased S49 Buisold Joj sjeuoiel Ayipiie 03 Joud sinoo Jajsue) "UON}EJUBINOOR apinoid/ausalayul jou = m 2 m
jJuawnaop pue ssnasip Jabeue|y pue Josinedng Sdo'L 11 Buness Jajsuel) 8sed 94/S4 0} Jolld  Josinadng| Bunoddns pue pue ‘sjessje]|09 ‘smairlBlu $90p S490( J! ulebe 540 Jo 8= 2
:yBIH Aiap\/uBIH SISIY )| "papasu "0 /18oMm SdD) ‘SUOIJEAISTO JaxIom ‘AI0JSIY S4OQ ‘JUBWISSESSY] Juswssassy uonuajie ey} o) Buiiod Ajiwey =3
S 0} [eLiajau JI BUILLIB)AP O} SUOlEPUBLIWODA) |00} ¥sH 8sn |  [erosdde Aypiiep o} Joud “dng Aq panoiddy paubissy| $8sed S IV f10JeS 44V SdD wouy pasayied uoijewopul asn ¥SIY [eniu] N9 8y} JO pooyjey| BulIB}ap 01
"04/S4 0} paLigjsuel) pue psjdasde e
U8a(q Sey 9SeD [ijun Ueld Ajojes Jojuow o} Jaxiom paubissy , alen 5 W =
'S 0} Jajsuel) Ul Aejap sanoidde Jabeueyy Jo ‘panjosal ‘popaau ue|d Alojes jo adA]  1e)s0 o} JepIQ Sz
US3q 9ABY SUONHIPUOD Bjesun ssajun ueld Ajajes Buiuawaldwi Josinuadng| aujwajep o} apinb Juswssassy Ajojes asn "sanoede]  Jsjuelsu] Jo ‘ueld m 2
40 sAep Jepuses G UIy)M D4/S4 UNIM Jajsuel) ased Joj JjelS , J1O}IOM D4 ajesun aq BA1}08j0ld Jaxejale) Joj ajnyisans sueld Ajojes aied  Ajejes paispiQ g
*JOPIAOIJ/IOJUO "PlIYO BJesun ue saujuapl 1o ‘g4 ‘S0 0) pauILIalep 18)s04 Ojul A1jud Juanaid 0} sHoye s|qeuoseal Bupew 1noj ‘ued =
Ryajes pue Jayeyaled o) ueld Alajes jo Adod apinold , JuaWSsassy Alajes e uaym Ajajelpawul| paubissyl pjiyo swn Auy | 8jiym ‘sabuep jo sjeauy) abeuew o) ued jewuo dojprad  Aajes awoH-u| | “iebuep jo sjeaiy) sbeuew o] | )
“JusWiBaI}eW JO YSU SSASSY “44V- SdD "(juswissasse Jo shep G ulyIm SSIY & % g m
pue AypijeA Joj uonewojur Jaypeb o} enuiuod ‘ajes si piIyd J| , | Ul panoidde) painuspl st jebuep jo1ealyl el josiiadng Juswssassy A1ajes ybnoioy s1edwod o; 'Su0Is|oap A1ajes Juawnoop 2= g
"aleQ) 18)S04 10 ‘UB|d AjojeS passpIQ Mno) ‘BWoH-u| | swi Aue YO/ONV :Hodal jo ajep woy skep|  Aq panoidde] uopejuswnoop Buioddns pue ‘sjeisje|0d ‘suorenasqq JUBWSSasSY pue 8sed 8y} Ut uaIpiyd) m -
:papaau ue(d Ajajes Jo adA} sujwiaiep ‘plIyo ayesun ue Jo4 , | JepuS[ed G| ulyim Josiaiedng Ag panoiddy| ‘eiop SdO| S9SEeD SdI IV ‘SMaIAIBYUI ‘44 - SdD  ‘AIoisIy S4DQ Jepisuog Kiojes |l Joj Ajojes ssasse 0] -
‘sapyjiqesauin/Buiuonoun ‘Juswiealjjew 50
"SJUBWISSASSY YsIY pue Ajjes plyo pue ‘sanpede Buiuonound ynpy ‘uswieasnely (44y) Buiuoiouny 10 sl pue Ajajes w, M
ay) Ui sanoeded aniosjold Jaxelales pue ‘abuep Jo sjesiy} 1O SBOUBISWINDIIY PUB JUSIXT :SBaJe JUSWSSASSE § WIoJU Awe4 8y} SE [|om S ‘SuoIsIoap 2 m
‘A)jIqeIBUINA PIYD INOGE SUOISIOBP WLOUI [[IM JeY} 44Y ‘JUSWSSASSY YSIY [ENIU] PUB JUBWISSASSY sase) 0} uolyejuswinoop Buioddns pue ‘sjessye||0/smalnislu JOJuBWSSaSSY | AJIpIleA Wwiojul 0} UoHeWLIOojUl >3
~8d9 8y} 0} uojjewoyul Buippe pue Bulisyyeb snujuo) Riojes Sd9 au) Buieidwiod o} Joud| 1eom SdD)| Sdo IV ‘SUOBAIBSAO JaxJom ‘AIojsly S40Q Japisuo)) -8dd juaioyns Jayyeb o] |
[23=g<}
e 83
(010 ‘JuswadIOUg Me 0} pazijesua) ‘uonebiseAul Jo; ‘uoniebisaAul 1o} eLBLIO B9 m < wl.
18}9Y) S|eajal palinbal sexeuw ao1yo [eoo| ‘paydasoe jou | , "Modal Aqpanigoal|  Hodal e Jo aouejdedoe ay) SeuluIB}ep pue ‘s|[ed aulpoy sjeaW Jos|Bausesnge pabaje e
"9011J0 [e90] Aq pauado ased uoiebiisenu] ‘paydacde y aUIjuo Jo [|ed auipoy e Jo Jdieoas uodn| 1eis 19| spodal )| 4o spodal auluo Wwol) palayeh uonewIojul Sassasse | Buiusalog |9 10 Wodal J1 suiwIs}ep o] |
sase) Bunjepy uoisioag
sda)g JxaN uaym oym YoIym MOH 100} Aym | JuBWISSasSSy
I9PON 3y L
‘saljinoe Bujuueid aseo sapinb pue Jabuep Jo sjeaiy} S|03u09 Jo sjusaaid Jey) S}oe Jo/pue ‘s|as) ‘syuly) Jayelaled e Aem ay ul syibuang — sanioede) aAlja9jold Jayejaie) ¢
Juswjeayiew jeada. Jo sl J0 JaBUEP JO S}ealy} paluSp] WO SaABSWBY) 108j0.d UED PIyd B Jeyy jusjxa ay] — Ajijiqelaunp piiyo T
PIIyd B 0} Wiey SNOLas Jusuiwwl Sa}ealpul uoljenys Ajiwey Jo Joineyaq s Jaxejale) - 1abueq Jo Jealy | i

Bupjew-uoIs|doap buiwIoul a|Iym Ajajes pue ysii BuiSSasse Usym palapisuod sajdiounid 8109 dai1y]

"Jobuep Jo j1eaiy Aue abeuew o) senoedes aAnosjoid Jusioyns ssossod jou op sioyelele) e
NV ‘1ebuep jo jeaiy} e 0) s|qessuna sl sy e

"3INJN 84} Ul JUBWIBAIEW Py JO POOUTISHI] 8U} O} Siejey - HSTd

"1abuep Jo 1eaiy} Aue abeuew o) Ayeded aAnosjold Jusioyns ssassod (s)iaxejeiea ayl e
¥0 ‘Jabuep jo sjealy) 0} sjgelsuinA jou dle Aay) e

YO usbuep jo sjeaiyjou siealey] e

ANV ‘Jebuep o siealy} payjuspl ale ajayl e
:usym 34vSNN S PIYD v :usym 34vS sI Py v
:9JesuN Jo aJes Jo swJa) ul paulap s| Alojes - Ajajes
‘Bupjew-uoisioap swuoyul Jeyy A}ajes pue ysi Buissasse o0} yoeoidde puqgAy e si japopy Bupjey uoisioaqg pue Juswssassy aleydM PIIUD ayYyL
*S9|[IWe} JOj PUB Y}IM apeuw ale SUOISIIap }Saq aY) Jey} 0s ‘saljiwe) pue ualp(iya jo syjbualys pue spaau ay} yum Buoje Jo9|6au pue asnge Ayyuapi 0} jppowl
|9POIN Bupjely uoISIoag pue JUBISSASSY AR dIM PIIYD
$991AI9G Ajlwe4 pue ualpjiy) jo juswuedaq eueisino



"syjuow 9 A19A8 1220 0} 14

juswiesljjew Jo ¥sl sdnpal

9INSO[0 8sed

D amm
pue Ajajes abeuew o} sapoedes aaldsjoid seouBYUD UBld  JO/puE uInjal Joj SUOHIPUOD 85229
‘skep Gt ey} ueid ased dojpasaq 'spasu sAllwey ay) Ssesse | ase) D4 pue (44, Buinsiyoe pue ‘sanoedes 878 mv
"SUJBOU0 Ysli pue Ajejes aonpau (M Iey) | uiyim ueld ased sy azijeulj pue ajep uado|  Josinadng| 0} JUBUBA|OAU S/D 4 Pue * ojul Bulyels Jajsuel] ‘44y |  Buiuonound Ajwe aAosj01d souBYUS 0} m 3
saljoeded aA0s)0.d JoYe}eIeD SOUBYUS 0} SBIIAISS BpIAOId 04 Jo skep g uiyim Buneaw 14 PIOH  ‘sioiom D4 Seseo D4 [Iv| SdD ‘Sluawssaessy Ajejes pue ysiy ‘AIojsiH S40d 8sn JOJUBWISSASSY  SADIAIBS/UOIO. Ajuapl 0] ®
‘uoljeaylunal sjelpaiwl Jo Juswaoe|d ‘Ajojes mainai 0y pasu sy sjdwioid Juswssassy ey
[BL} & 0} paiapIsuod Buieq si pjiyo e usy; INQS 3y} Ji pauinbau si Juawssassy A19jeS [ewio} v , 251
Jo Bunieay unod o} Joud sAep og Uy JUBWSSSSSE By} LLLIojuI O} AlILuey 2 m, g
"safoeded aAlj0a}0.d JeyejeIED SOUBYUS JOjpUE HO/ANV sl 1oaye jey) abueyo B} )M JuswaAjoAul Butinp pasayjeb uoijewsojul asn , 38¢
JabBuep Jo sjealy) sjeulw|e 0} S9OIAISS apirosd 0} anuluo) S90UB)ISWNDIID Ajlwey Juedyiubis awi Auy| MaInaY Ajejes uonealyunay pue ‘uojen|eny "awoy suinjal = w
O "UoljesyIunay si [eob usym ajep uado uoEOIUNaI UB|d UONE)ISIA ‘JUBLISSASSEDY YSIY UOIEIIUNaY juswssasseay pliyo ayy yi uiebe 40 4o ES
'sda)s Jxau aujwe}ep 0} Josiniadng yim els | D4 wioly skep 06 A1ans Jses) Je pajojdwod  osiuedng jo |eob e :UONBDIIUNAI IO} UOIBPUBWWIODS] SUILLIBYP uoneayiunay  uonuaye sy o} Buiod Ajwey
‘|eob sjeuss)je Ue JO UOHEINIUNSI SPUSLILIOISI JUSLUSSISSY J| JUSWISSISSESY UONBIYIUNSY HOO UY|  /I9%OM D4 Ui Sased D4 Jey} siojeaipul A8y € SUIBJUOD JUBWSSSSSY YSIY , HOO WQAg 8y} Jo pooyljay| SUILLS)ap 0]
"papuawwiodal i sanoedes annosjoid SEES ®
9oueyus o} Buluueld 8sed anulUOd pUE [00] UOHEIYIUNSY MalAa) 0} pajduwioid usym ‘Juswssasseay 2 ¢
YSIY BY} JO SUOHEPUSWIOIBI UY}iM Paadoid ‘Malnay uoneayiunay HOO 8y} UIYyl ¢ 9
Aya4eS INAS 8y} Jo Med se paja|dwod Juswissassy Alajes J| . paje|dwod mainal Ajayes auyj Jo 1ed sy ER=S
“Apoisno JO/any| 's|eJa}e||0g *"Jow udaq w
.S49Q Ul pIyo e Joj papasu juswaded 94 ul abueyd e j Jo ‘sjuswaoe|d a1ed 18)s0} pue ‘sjuswiaoeld PUE ‘SM3IAIB)U| ‘JUBWSSASSY YSIY ‘SUOIBAISSAd 9ABY UIN}3J J0} SUOJIPUOD D4 oy
a|qisesy st ueid A19JeS J sulwuR}ep 0} Ajejeipawil JosiAiadng | [eL) ‘Ieye)aued ay) Yim ualp|iyo Apojsno-uou  Josiniadng| Jayiom ‘s1apirold 89IAISS ‘SUOIEYISIA ‘UOIEJUSWINOOR U} JI I0/pue 13SED Ul UBIP|IYD) =
U}IM JINSU0D ‘BJesun §| "ajesun Jo ajes S| plIyd Ji suluLsleq , ) palynuap! st Jabuep jo Jeasy) e swhuy|  pexop D4 SeseD D4 I ased 44y ‘Aloisly S40Q WOy uolewojul 8s(]  Juswissassy Ajojeg |[e Jo Aayess ssasse 0
ase9 buisop S40Q ®
. ul jnsaJ jou Aew yaym ‘os op =f(p
papaau i ueld Ajejes jJuswajdwi o =
} 9Jes S )| SB UOOS SE 810 o
pue st pue Ajajes ssasse ‘saoiles apiroid 0} anunuoy , *SUIB9U09 XSl pue Ajajes ssauppe] “Ue(d 8sBD Ul apNjoul puE |eaisAyd s jussed J1ay} 0} pjIyo 2 s
‘fousuewad ara1yde 0} 8jep UN0 Jalled 0} $901AI8S BpIA0d 0} Buinuiuoo o)y, uinjay Joj SUORIPUOY BUY} JO JuBLLRJE)S Jea|d e dojanap O e mc_sam_ MOJE pinom Jeu} g5
ue Bunsanbal Jojpue Juswade|d [el} JOPISUOD ‘0S J| “awoy sjuawaoe|d [el} JOPISUOD 0} SBOUSIBJUOD) saljoede) aAl98)01d paysiuiwiq pue Jabueq jo sjeauy | ueld popasU ale SSOUBISWINOID w
1e S| pliyo 8y} ajiym Jabuep Jo sjesly) sbeuew o} sepoedes | Aiosiaadns Buiinp passnosiq "suejd ased|  Josiuedng  Jo [20B yym asn “Buyye)s Jajsuel] Buunp ssnosiq "sjuswssassy  8seD 44Y — 4 dy 10 ‘SUONIPUOD 'SJOIABYS] 3
aA08]01d Jusiolyns ale a1y} i SSnasip ‘uoisiaiedng Buung , | 94 BuloB-uo pue eyul UIYIM PBjUBWNI0C  [SMOM D4 Sesed D4 Y sy pue Ajojes ‘Jusssasse/sjoejuod Bulof-uo asn  UIyIm pajuaLINd0( Jeym aujws}ep o)
Bunjew uoisioap pue uoISSnasIp 1o} Burieay unoo oy Joud skep g ulyy UIP[IY9 Jo} ‘sseay -
apInb e se |00} Juawssasseal Buisn Josinsadns yim Bulyels , uoneaiyunay Z5p
"aAljejas B 0} Apojsno se yons ‘Ajajes s,p|Iyo ainsua sl Joaye jey) abueyd) HOO Jo asT| g g
0} suondo [efia| Japisuod ‘UIbLIO Jo Swoy Ul Jou i PlIYd §| , S90UB)SWNDIIO A|lwey Juedyiubis awi Auy| Joj NQS }nsuog g g
L(sypuow g K1ana) "sanyoeded 0 :uiblio jo sawoy m s
aAoaj0.d ssalppe o) ueld ased ajepdn ‘uado sulewal 8sed §| , ‘80ue)danoe) * 'suofsanb Jamsue o Ul UaJp[Iyo 1o; 2z
‘aInso[o asea [enuajod oy Jjels ase0 g4 woyy shep p A1ons Jses|je  osiuadng uonejuswnoop Buioddns Aue pue ‘suoijeysia ‘sjessje||od ‘Jusissasseay  ‘padonpal Sey juswiealjew 3
pue ‘JUBWSS3SSE A}3JeS JoNPUOD ‘B}eIapoW JO MO| SIYSH )| , | Pale|dwiod S| Juswssasseay YSiy SWOH-U||  Jayiop S4|  sesed S Iy ‘SMBIAIB)UI ‘SUOIJEAISSO JaXJoM ‘AI0JSIY S40Q ‘@S -YSiY dWOH-U| Nag 1eadal 1oy ysi Ji suiLs}ep 0]
Juswieau|ew yeadal Jo ysli aonpal pue Ajejeq 2INSO|0 9SED JO/pUE UIN}a) S p——
“Ja}jealay} syjuow 9 A19A8 Undoo 0} )14 abeuew o} saoeded aaldejold seoueyuS Jey) ‘papaay ueld 1o} suop|puod Buirsiyoe 522¢
*Jojjuow 0} anupuod ‘soe|d ‘papaau ue|d ases Ji ‘shep Gi Uyl 4l ‘ueid aseo dojena  "spaau s AjiLuey) ay) SSASSE Jayln| 8seD S4 pue (44V] Ajgyewnn ‘saoedes 88§
ul st ued Ajojes e j| "suisouod ysii pue Ajejes aonpa [Im jey) | - uejd eseo ay) azijeul pue souejdedoe ases  Josiuadng| 0} JUBLUBAJOAUI S pUE * “ojul Bulyels Jajsuel] ‘44y SdJ  Buluonoun Ajwe aAiosjoid 8dueyus o} papasu m 3
salyoedes aAlosjoud Joyejeled 9UBYUS 0} SBIIAISS apIAOId S4 Jo shep og uiyym Buieaw |\ 14 PIOH| ‘sioylop S SOsed S | aU) ‘syuaussassy Ajajes pue ysty ‘A10jsIH S40a 9| JO JUBLUSSASSYY S9IAI9S/UOIO. AJuapl 0| ®
"9Jes Ualp|Iyo JI 9SED 9SO0[9 ‘9INSO[D SUIWISIAP 0} JUSLUSSASSY oo
sty Y} yym pajejdwod Juswssassy Alejes aupy , 2z
'S$80IASS 10§ paau pue Bujuueld ased Joy apinb payuapl uoejuswnoop Buipoddns Aug "Paso|d 8 UBD 8sed m S
se saljoede) aA1108)01d Jayelale) JO JusWSSasse au) s, sl JjeBuep Jo jealy) e swi) Aue JO/ANY|  Josiuadng| PUE SUOIBAISSO J8XI0M ‘S[BJS}E||00 ‘SMalAIa)ul ‘sajepdn 4l BUILLIB}SP PUE ‘UBIP|IYD 3 g
‘papaau Ji Ue|d A}ajes asinal pue mainal ‘pliyd ajesun ueJod , | Buiyess ainsod oy Joud pue skep 0 A19AT|  f1oyIop S4  Sesed S4 |y | ueld aseo ‘suoneysia ‘Aloisly S4OQ WOy Uolewojul 8s(]  Juswssassy Ajojeq |[e Jo Aayes ssasse 0 a
ueld “uoisinold P
ase0 pue Buluonoun4 Ajie 4 Jo Juawssassy D4 Jojpue S4 au} BRI ‘spaau pul 901AIes pue Buluueyd ased Joy uO: m,mv
}onpuod 0} paJayed uolewojul [euoyippe pue Bulyels ay) woy ¥SU 1o piyo ajesun ‘syuswalinbal Aojjod Josinuadng| syybuans sAliwey 8y} JUSWNIOP PUE JNOJE UOHESIBAUO: UOIjISUEJ} YJoows e Ul Jjnsal -3
UOIeWIOJUI SIPISUD D4/S4  “Aliwey 8y} yiim siom sulfiaq | 0} anp papasu JajSuel) Jey) uoneulluslop Jioylop| D4 pue g4 0} B 9ABY 0} ‘44Y SdD U} PUB ‘SJUBWSSASSY Y wio4 Buyerg 0} ssevoud Jejsuel) ased sy, m.sz
PUE UOEWIOJUl/SPIOID) 8SED Jolid SMAIABI J)IOM D4 10 S Jo sAep G uiym 1nado o) Buess | 04/S4/Sd0l  slelsyey Iy | pue Ajejes ‘Aiojsiy S40Q woly pasayjed uoneusojul os| Jajsuel| — 9 W04 I0j UOIJeLLIOjUl 9SED BIeyS O]




Department of Children and Family Services
SAFETY ASSESSMENT

PRIMARY CLIENT/CASE NAME: DATE ASSESSMENT INITIATED:

CASE ID (ACESS/TIPS):

CARETAKERS ASSESSED: OTHER CARETAKERS ASSESSED:
PROGRAM: ] CPS INVESTIGATION REASON FOR ASSESSMENT:
(] FAMILY SERVICES ] THREAT OF DANGER IDENTIFIFED (CRISIS)
(] FOSTER CARE [0 PROGRAMMATIC REQUIREMENT

CHILD(REN)’'S NAME / Age /Sex

CHILD VULNERABIITY - This refers to the extent that a child can protect himself/herself from identified threats of danger or risk of repeat maltreatment.
(Consider factors such as dependence on others to meet basic needs; physical, medical, behavioral or mental condition; ability or inability to communicate

their needs, and previous exposure to trauma)

THREATS OF DANGER - Caretaker's behavior or family situation indicates imminent serious harm to a child Is there a If threat exists,
. is any child
threat to child G (@
?
safety? this threat?
1. Caretaker’s behavior is violent, dangerous and/or impulsive which indicates that child | OJYes | CONo | (Yes | CINo
safety is of serious concern.
Describe the threat and how each child is or is not vulnerable to the threat.
k]
_cc>u 2. Caretaker’s perception or behavior towards child is extremely negative and unrealistic | CIYes | (DNo | (JYes | [J No
o resulting in serious emotional and/or physical harm to a child.
= Describe the threat and how each child is or is not vulnerable to the threat.
(]
S
= 3. Caretaker has caused significant harm to a child or made a threat, which indicates LlYes | [INo | OYes | CINo
child safety is of serious concern.
Describe the threat and how each child is or is not vulnerable to the threat.
4. Caretaker is unable, unwilling, or does not meet a child’s basic needs for necessary LlYes | [INo | OlYes | [INo
food, clothing, shelter, medical, or mental health and child safety is of serious concern.
Describe the threat and how each child is or is not vulnerable to the threat.
3
3 5. Caretaker is unable, unwilling, or does not provide necessary supervision, protection, OYes | ONo [(Ives | CINo
% 2 or care and child safety is of serious concern. This may be due to physical or mental
= i3 . . . g
23 health issues, substance abuse, domestic violence, cognitive or developmental
8¢ deficits, or poor judgment.
é ° Describe the threat and how each child is or is not vulnerable to the threat.
58
6 6. Caretaker refuses access to a child, whereabouts cannot be determined, and/or there | LlYes | [INo | [Yes | [INo
o is reason to believe family may flee and circumstances indicate child safety is of
serious concern.
Describe the threat and how each child is or is not vulnerable to the threat..
7. Sexual abuse or exploitation is suspected, and circumstances indicate that child safety | LIYes | [INo Cdyes | [INo
ze is of serious concern.
S5 Describe the threat and how each child is or is not vulnerable to the threat.
¥
=) . . o .
nQ 8. Current circumstances combined with history of abuse/neglect (child welfare agency LlYes | [INo | CYes | CINo
R and/or law enforcement involvement) indicate that child safety is of serious concern.
5 Describe the threat and how each child is or is not vulnerable to the threat.
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PRIMARY CLIENT/CASE NAME: FAMILY/FACILITY ID:

CARETAKER PROTECTIVE CAPACITIES. Strengths in the way a caretaker thinks, feels, Do all caretakers possess the
and/or acts that prevents or controls threats of danger. COMPLETE ONLY IF THERE IS A protective capacity?

VULNERABLE CHILD TO A SPECIFIC THREAT OF DANGER.

1. History of protecting from harm and unsafe conditions [dYes | 1 No | [ Unable to Determine
2. Recognizes threats and has ability to implement plan to protect child(ren) [ Yes | [0 No | [ Unable to Determine
3. Demonstrates impulse control in order to protect and provide for child’s overall care [ Yes | [0 No | [ Unable to Determine
4. Understands, has the skills needed, and takes action to meet parenting responsibilities [l Yes | [ No | [J Unable to Determine

5. Sets aside own needs where the safety and well-being of child(ren) are the caretaker’s priority | [1 Yes | [1No | [] Unable to Determine

6. Demonstrates love, empathy, and tolerance of child(ren), and is positively attached. [ Yes | No | [ Unable to Determine

7. Understands child development and has realistic expectations of child’s capabilities, needs, and | (1 Yes | [1No | [] Unable to Determine
limitations

8. Is able to meet their own needs, including basic daily and emotional needs [ Yes | [0 No | [ Unable to Determine

9. Has ability to handle every day, unexpected stressors/crises and has an accurate perception of | [1Yes | [1No | [] Unable to Determine
reality

10. Demonstrates ability to obtain concrete supports needed such as food, clothing, housing, [J Yes | 1 No | [ Unable to Determine

social services, transportation

11. Caretaker can and will access family and/or friends who are ready, willing and able to help the | 1 Yes | [1 No | [] Unable to Determine
family

SAFETY DETERMINATION

Are there sufficient caretaker protective capacities to manage identified threats? [ ] Yes [ No [] Unable to Determine [ ] N/A
Describe:

Is any child Unsafe? []Yes [1No (Check yes if there are any threats a child is vulnerable to, AND if caretaker protective capacities
cannot manage the threats, or are unable to be determined due to an emergency safety situation.

SAFETY ANALYSIS IS COMPLETED IF ANY CHILD IS UNSAFE TO DETERMINE THE TYPE OF SAFETY PLAN NEEDED

Is an In Home Safety Plan feasible?
[] Do the caretakers have a living situation that is calm/consistent/stable enough where an in-home safety plan and
services can be implemented?
dYes | ONo [] Are the caretakers willing to accept, be cooperative with, and comply with an in-home safety plan and services?
[ Is there a suitable safety monitor who believes that a safety plan is needed, and is able to place the child’s safety
and needs above their relationship with the caretaker(s)?
**Safety Monitors require a DCFS CW clearance per DCFS policy
Is a Court Ordered Safety Plan feasible?
[1Yes | [1No | If there is a suitable alternative caretaker or safety monitor(as described above), BUT at least one of the caretakers is
not willing or able to cooperate with an in-home safety plan, can a court ordered in-home safety plan be implemented?
[JYes | [JNo If an in-home safety plan or court ordered safety plan is not possible, is transfer of provisional custody or Foster Care
the safety plan?
If Safety Assessment is conducted on a foster care placement, did the Child Welfare Manager approve use of a safety
OvYes | ONo | ONA .
plan as compared to changing the foster care placement?

Safety Plan/Additional Comments:

Worker's Name

Supervisor's Name

Reviewing Worker’s Signature Date Reviewing Supervisor's Signature Date
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